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Response to Office action of January 19, 2007 

REMARKS 

Applicants hove careful!) reviewed the Non-Final Office at tion mailed January 19. 
2007, and would like to thank Examiner Danwoody for the allowance of claims 1 2-22. In 

I i - A < i l ^ \ s m o n \ 

cancelled. At least for the reasons set forth below. Applicants respectfully traverse the foregoing 
rejections. Farther. Applicants believe that rhere ace also reasons othet than those set forth 
b \ v e pending claims 5 ^ ! . e £ es ght forth th ereas 
id to at laMi v amis ] c ^ J t un m f etrre p rs 

A c lin 3 j s 22 . 2 ) spp tnt e 5 t 1 

request reconsidexuti* n i of me rm.-,coi application an * icw of the n-.i.nung a-marL, 

Claim Refections -35lhS..C§ 112 
Claims 4-6 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112. second paragraphias being 
indefinite. Specifically, the Examiner contends that the claims incorporate recitations of 

.1-, ntsi art the boot Accordingly, claims 4-6 have been amended to clearly recite;*- 
boot while only functionally mentioning other components, Reconsideration and withdrawal of 
this rejection is respectfully requested. 

Claim RtiectSong - 35 UJS.C. S 103 
Claims 1-11, 24 and 25 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent 4,878,389, Boge. Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection. 

To anticipate a ehorn. the reference mast teach every element < >f the clama A clatn 
ticipated only i if und. either ex 

describe*; a single prior art x ence. Vt B ill 

California, 814F.2d 628, 631, 2 USFQ24 1051, 1053 (Fed. Cir. 1987). The identical invention 
s show, as mplete deta as is contained e a^ I?; uinison Sit ik \fmo 
Co., 868 F.2d 1226, 1236, 9 USPQ2d 1913, 1920 (Fed. Cir. 1989). 

) 'Jepe s. * "3 ' is s C ve o o s a grease 

catching member; a first stabilizing member joining the plurality of artieaUamg coiivomms and 
h - mim -cr o- ese ime'cvt m . .nbmgan 

inner race of the ball joint at a generally predeten ed distance a p rvide t 1 t 
speed a > i aliry off ting 'g con volutes, a seconv s nherjo mng the p uraliiy of 
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plunging convolute s and t! e grease catching member." In contrast, Boge teaches an "uncut 
bellows' 1 (Column 2, line 15) where two of the uncut bellows are shortened to fit a universal 
joint, and a "doable universal joint" (Column 3. lines 10-11} is covered by identical shortened 
sections of the two uncut bellows, where the two sections are secured by a strap (Column 3, lines 
17-18) while making no mention of joint plunge. (See Generally, Column 2. line 62. - Column 3. 
line 18). Thus. Boge does not teach every limitation of independent claim .1 , as required in 
Verde gaol Bros. 

Dependent claims, 2-1 1, 24 and 25 teach independently patentable subject matter, 
although they are also patentable merely by being dependent on an allowable base claim. As an 
example, Cairo 9 recites "wherein the boot is adapted to accommodate crash plunge of at least 
30 mm extension and 15 mm compression." Accordingly, reconsideration and withdrawal of 
this rejection is respectfully requested. 

Condmsfon 

In view of the above remarks, the pending application is in condition for allowance.. 
If, however, there are any outstanding issues that can be resol ved by telephone conference, the 
Examiner is earnestly encouraged to telephone the undersigned representative. 

Applicants believe no fee is due with this response. However, if a fee is due, please 
charge out Deposit Account No. 074360. under Order No. G00342/US from which the 
undersigned is authorized to draw. To the extent necessary, a petition for extension of time 
under 37 C.F.R. §1.1 36 is hereby made, the fee for which should also be charged to this Deposit 
Account. 

Dated: April 19, 2007 Respectfully submitted, f 
Bn 
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GKN Driveline North America, Inc. 
3300 University Drive 
Auburn Hills. Michigan 48326 -2362 
(248) 377-1200 



7 



